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Improve your English

Misused forms

Have another look at:-

The use of the gerund

The gerund (and not the infinitive) should be used:

1. After prepositions.

Examples: He worked without stopping. She played in-
stead of working.

2. After words which regularly take a preposition, such
as fond of, insist on, tired of succeed in.

Examples: I am tired of doing the work again. He suc-
ceeded in killing the tiger.

3. After certain verbs, such as avoid, enjoy, finish, stop,
risk, excuse.

Examples: boys enjoy playing football. The wind has
stopped blowing.

4. After the adjectives busy and worth.
Examples: he was busy writing a book. This date is worth
remembering.

5. After certain phrases, such as it’s no use, it's no
good, I can’t help, would you mind, look forward to.

Examples: 1 think it's no use trying again. I can’t help
feeling angry about it.

The gerund or the infinitive can be used after certain
verbs, such as begin, like, dislike, hate, love, prefer.

Examples: he began to talk or he began talking.

T
Common mistakes in English

1. It's no use + ing.

Don’t say: It's no use to cry like a baby.

Say: it's no use crying like a baby.

2. It's no good + ing.

Don’t say: it's no good to get angry at once

Say: it's no good getting angry at once.

3. Look forward to + ing.

Don’t say: I look forward to see him soon.

Say: I look forward to seeing him soon.

4. There is no harm in + ing.

Don’t say: there is no harm to visit him now.

Say: there is no harm visiting him now.

THE USE OF A WRONG TENSE

5. Using the past tense after “did” instead of the infin-
itive without “to.”

(a) To ask questions:

Don’t say: Did you went to school yesterday?

Say: Did you go to school yesterday?

(b) To make negations:

Don’t say: I did not went to school yesterday.

Say: I did not go to school yesterday.

e  After the auxiliary “did” the present infinitive without
“to” must be used, and not the past tense of the indicative.

* Note: The answer to a question with “Did” is always
in the past tense: as “Did you see the picture?” — “Yes, I
saw the picture”: or “Yes, I did.”

i,
School Jocks

A gentleman wanders around the compound of a school
looking for the library. He approached a student and asked,
“Excuse me young man. Would you be good enough and tell
me where the library is at?” the student, in a very arrogant
and belittling tone, replied, “I'm sorry, sir, but at this school
we are taught never to end a sentence with a preposition!”
the gentleman smiled, and in a very apologetic tone replied,
“I beg your pardon. Please allow me to rephrase my ques-
tion. Would you be good enough to tell me where the library

is at, idiot?”
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